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How	did	the	Conflict	Arise	Between	the	noble	Shaykh	
Muhammad	 bin	 Hadi	 al-Madkhali 	 الله ھظفح and	 the	
Sa’āfiqah:	 An	 Account	 by	 the	 brother	 Ashraf	 al-
Bayoomi.	
	
This	is	a	summary	of	what	the	brother	Ashraf	Ahmed	
al-Bayoomi	 wrote	 on	 29/11/1439	 about	 the	
Sa'afiqah.		
	
Before	 we	 begin,	 we	 would	 like	 to	 give	 some	
information	 about	 brother	 Ashraf	 for	 those	who	 do	
not	know	him.	Ashraf	spent	several	years	in	Madinah	
studying	under	some	of	the	scholars.	And	a	number	of	
scholars	know	him	very	well	 from	the	 likes	of	 Imam	
Rabee,	 Shaykh	Muhammad	 bin	 Hadi,	 Shaykh	Ubayd	
and	 Shaykh	 Sulayman	 al-Ruhayli	 alongside	 others.	
May	Allah	protect	all	our	scholars.			
	
During	 his	 last	 five	 years	 in	 KSA,	 brother	 Ashraf	
became	very	close	to	Shaykh	Muhammad	bin	Hadi.	He	
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used	 to	 study	 under	 the	 Shaykh	 and	 would	 spend	
much	time	with	him	as	well	as	attend	to	some	of	the	
Shaykh's	needs.	During	this	time	he	was	also	close	to	
Shaykh	Rabee	and	Shaykh	Ubayd.		
	
During	 his	 stay	 in	 the	 Kingdom,	 brother	 Ashraf	 also	
knew	 the	 heads	 of	 the	 Sa’āfiqah	 and	 they	 likewise	
knew	him.		
	
Some	of	the	brothers	from	SPubs	both	from	America	
and	U.K.	also	know	Ashraf.		
	
What	 follows	 is	 a	 summary	 of	 brother	 Ashraf's	
account	of	the	Sa'afiqah:	
	
1.	Ashraf	mentioned	that	he	tried	his	best	with	Arafât	
Muhammadi	 and	 Abdulilah	 al-Johani	 and	 advised	
them	many	 times.	Complaints	used	 to	 reach	Shaykh	
Muhammad	 and	 either	 both	 of	 them	 (Arafāt	 &	
Abdulilah)	or	one	of	them	would	be	the	cause	of	these		
complaints.	Ashraf	said	that	he	would	then	warn	these	
two	and	would	do	his	best	to	help	them	as	advice	from	
one	brother	to	another.		



	

Saafiqah.Com	
	

How	did	the	Conflict	Arise	Between	the	noble	Shaykh	Muhammad	bin	Hadi	al-Madkhali	 	:Sa’āfiqah	the	and	 الله ھظفح

	

Page	4	

	
2.	Ashraf	mentioned	that	this	conflict	arose	between	
Shaykh	 Muhammad	 	 الله ھظفح and	 the	 Sa’āfiqah	
because	 the	 Shaykh	 used	 to	 outrightly	 reject	 that	
these	 Sa’āfiqah	 interfere	 in	 affairs	 pertaining	 to	
Dawah	 Salafiyyah	 due	 to	 the	 abundance	 of	 the	
scholars	and	due	to	these	Sa'afiqah	not	being	qualified	
enough	to	do	so.		
	
3.	 Ashraf	 said	 that	 Shaykh	Muhammad	 advised	 the	
Sa’āfiqah	to	not	enter	into	such	issues	and	that	they	
should	be	left	to	the	senior	scholars	who	have	hands-
on	 experience	 in	 dealing	 with	 such	 matters.	 For	
instance,	 the	 Sa’āfiqah	 interfered	 in	 affairs	 of	 the	
Dawah	in	Yemen,	Kuwait	and	Saudi	Arabia	as	well	as	
other	countries.		
	
4.	 Brother	 Ashraf	 said	 this	 involvement	 of	 the	
Sa’āfiqah	 in	 the	 affairs	 of	 the	 Salafi	 Dawah	 caused	
much	disunity	and	fighting	amongst	the	Salafis	to	the	
extent	that	it	led	to	dissension	amongst	the	scholars.	
Many	 things	 used	 to	 reach	 Shaykh	 Muhammad	
regarding	 the	 Sa’āfiqah	 and	 regarding	 the	 splitting	
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that	they	had	caused	due	to	them	getting	involved	in	
these	sorts	of	affairs.	However,	the	Shaykh	remained	
patient	 and	used	 to	 advise	 them.	And	 it	 is	 not	 as	 is	
being	 untruthfully	 spread	 that	 Shaykh	 Muhammad	
did	not	advise	them!	
	
On	 the	 contrary,	 Shaykh	Muhammad	gave	 them	his	
time	 and	 exerted	 his	 efforts	 in	 advising	 them.	 For	
example,	there	was	a	sitting	with	Shaykh	Muhammad	
which	 was	 attended	 by	Abdulilah	 al-Johani,	 Abdul-
Wahid	 al-Madkhali,	 Abdul-Mu'ti	 al-Ruhayli	 and	
Muhannad	al-Battar.	This	gathering	was	 in	Madinah	
and	it	started	shortly	after	Isha	and	continued	till	just	
an	 hour	 before	 Fajr	 and	 it	 was	 also	 attended	 by	
brother	Ashraf.		
	
In	summary,	the	Shaykh	said	to	them,	"O	my	sons,	are	
we	 not	 sufficient	 for	 you	 in	 dealing	 with	 these	
affairs"?!	The	Shaykh	also	said	to	them	that	if	you	do	
have	 something	 that	 needs	 to	 be	 addressed,	 then	
bring	it	to	us	and	we	shall	suffice	you	in	regards	to	it	
and	 he	 advised	 them	 to	 not	 get	 involved	 in	 these	
affairs	 of	 the	 Dawah.	 However,	 they	 remained	
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adamant	 in	 entering	 into	 matters	 which	 they	 are	
incapable	of	accomplishing.		
	
5.	From	Shaykh	Muhammad's	habit	is	that	he	does	his		
utmost	to	unite	the	Salafis	and	to	put	an	end	to	the	
differences	between	 them.	And	 	 the	 Sa’āfiqah	were	
and	 are	 still	 the	 biggest	 obstacle	 that	 prevent	 the	
Shaykh	from	actualising	this	unity.		
	
The	 Sa’āfiqah	were	and	are	 still	 a	 hindrance	and	an	
obstacle	in	the	path	of	the	Shaykh	due	to	the	following	
reasons:	
	
A.	Their	weakness	in	knowledge.	
B.	Their	lack	of	experience	or	rather	its	non-existence	
in	knowing	the	harms	and	benefits.		
C.	Their	direct	 interference	between	the	scholars	by	
using	deceptive	and	deceiving	ways.	So	the	Sa’āfiqah	
incited	 the	 scholars'	 anger	 against	 each	 other	 and	
sowed	 discord	 among	 them	 by	 employing	 various	
means.	For	example,	they	would	only	transmit	some	
of	the	facts	and	would	wipe	out	a	lot	of	the	facts.	This	
then	 led	 to	 some	 of	 the	 scholars	 issuing	 Fataawa	
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which	 were	 not	 based	 upon	 a	 completely	 correct	
picture	of	certain	issues.		
	
6.	 This	matter	 then	 became	more	 critical	 when	 the	
Sa’āfiqah	 started	 warning	 against	 some	 of	 the	
scholars	of	Madinah.	They	would	disparage	 this	one	
and	warn	from	attending	the	lessons	of	that	one.	And	
by	 this	 they	 put	 the	 other	 scholars	 in	 a	 difficult	
situation	 due	 to	 their	 ignorance,	 due	 to	 them	 not	
having	 any	 experience	 and	 due	 to	 their	 ignorance	
regarding	the	harms	and	benefits.		
	
Their	danger	upon	Dawah	Salafiyyah	intensified	when	
their	 problems	 increased	 and	 when	 their	 Fitnah	
became	greater	due	to	them	interfering	in	the	affairs	
of	 the	Dawah	 in	 different	 countries	 and	 cities.	 They	
would	speak	and	act	without	wisdom	and	they	would	
carelessly	issue	Fataawa.		
	
7.	All	of	the	above	as	well	as	other	reasons	which	will	
be	 discussed	 in	 later	 articles	 is	 what	 made	 Shaykh	
Muhammad	 speak	 against	 the	 Sa’āfiqah	 so	 that	 the	
Salafi	masses	do	not	become	deceived	by	them.		
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8.	When	Shaykh	Muhammad	became	aware	of	Abdul-
Mu'ti's	 and	 Bandar	 al-Khaybari's	 participation	 in	 a	
conference	that	was	to	take	place	in	Germany,	he	was	
not	 happy	 about	 that.	 This	 is	 because	 the	 Shaykh	
knows	 that	 they	 are	 not	 qualified	 enough	 to	
participate	in	and	head	such	conferences.		
	
9.	 What	 further	 proves	 and	 emphasises	 Shaykh	
Muhammad's	advice	for	the	Sa’āfiqah	and	his	striving	
to	guide	them	is	what	took	place	while	brother	Ashraf	
was	in	Riyadh	with	Shaykh	Muhammad.		
	
An	 announcement	 was	 made	 for	 a	 conference	 in	
Jeddah	 in	 which	 Shaykh	 Fawzān	 was	 to	 participate	
alongside	others.	One	of	 the	brothers	had	 informed	
Shaykh	Muhammad	that	Arafāt	was	warning	against	
this	 conference.	 The	 Shaykh	 then	 asked	 Ashraf	 to	
bring	 him	 some	 paper	 so	 that	 he	 could	write	 some	
advice	for	Arafāt	.	 In	this	advice	the	Shaykh	directed	
Arafāt	to	not	get	involved	in	such	affairs,	i.e.	Issues	of	
Jarh	wa	Tadeel	and	advised	him	to	refer	these	affairs	
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back	 to	 the	 senior	 scholars	 who	 specialise	 in	 these	
affairs.			
	
Brother	 Ashraf	mentioned	 that	 he	 himself	 also	 told	
Arafat	 to	 not	 get	 involved	 in	 these	 issues.	 Arafat	
denied	 that	 he	warned	 against	 	 Shaykh	 Fawzān	 and	
said	 that	 he	 warned	 against	 those	 who	 were	
participating	 with	 the	 Shaykh	 in	 this	 conference.	
Arafāt	 then	 sent	 a	 letter	 of	 apology	 to	 Shaykh	
Muhammad.		
	
10.	 Despite	 all	 efforts	 and	 advice	 from	 Shaykh	
Muhammad,	 the	 Sa’āfiqah	 continued	 to	 interfere	 in	
these	big	affairs	and	hence	were	an	 insurmountable	
obstacle	 in	 Dawah	 Salafiyyah.	 Furthermore	 the	
Sa’āfiqah	have	played	a	big	role	and	have	been	very	
effective	in	splitting	apart	the	Dawah	both	inside	and	
outside	of	KSA.		
	
It	is	only	after	all	this	harm	that	had	been	caused	by	
the	 Sa’āfiqah	 and	 after	 all	 this	 patience	 and	 advice	
that	Shaykh	Muhammad	decided	it	was	necessary	to	
warn	 against	 the	 Sa’āfiqah	 and	 to	warn	 against	 the	
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path	they	had	chosen	as	an	advice	to	the	creation	and	
in	order	to	clarify	the	truth.	
	
Allāh	alone	is	the	One	Who	grants	success.	
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